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A new species, Mussaendopsis malayana Yamazaki, is dscribed from the Malay 
Peninsula. This is the fourth species in the genus. 
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A plant of Rubiaceae was collected by H. 
Ohba and F. Miyamoto from the Malay 
Peninsula in 1990 under the Co-operative 
Research Project between Department of 
Wild Life & National Park, Malaysia, and 
Environment Agency, Japan. This plant is 
characterized by the bilobed capsule with 
many small seeds and the calyx with one 
large ornamental lobe, and seems to belong 
to the genus Mussaendopsis Baillon, having 
three species distributed in the Philippines, 
the Malay Peninsula, Borneo and Sulawesi. 
This plant differs from other species by hir¬ 
sute stem, laciniate stipules and glabrous co¬ 
rolla. Therefore, this plant should be treated 
as a new species and is the fourth species in 
the genus. 

Mussaendopsis malayana Yamazaki, sp. 
nov. [Figs. 1, 2] 

Caulis ascendento-hirsutus. Folia oppo- 
sita, petiolis 2-4 cm longis, hirsutis, laminis 
membranaceis, oblongis vel oblanceolatis, 
8-18 cm longis, 3-6 cm latis, apice acutis, 
basi attenuato-acuminatis, supeme sparse 
hirsutis, subtus ad nervos hirsutis, integris, 
nervis lateralibus 10-14, parallelibus. 
Stipulae 2, intrapetiolares, basi connatae, a 
foliis expandentibus abjectae, ovatae, apice 


acuminatae, margine hirsutae, irregulariter 
laciniatae, ca. 10 mm longae, 5 mm latae. 
Inflorescentiae axillares, cymosae, 4-8 
floriferae, pedunculis in anthesi 5-10 mm 
longis, in fructu usque ad 2 cm longis, dense 
hirsutis, pedicellis in anthesi brevissimis, in 
fructu 5-10 mm longis, dense adpresse 
hirsutis. Bracteae lineares, 1-3 mm longae, 
hirsutae. Calyx campanulatus, profunde 5- 
lobatus, tubo ca. 2 mm longo et lato, dense 
hirsuto, lobis oblongo-lanceolatis, acumina- 
tis, 4-5 mm longis, 1.5-2 mm latis, hirsutis, 
vel uno amplo, 10-12 mm longo, 3-4 mm 
lato, margine ciliato, ebasi 3-nervato. Corolla 
immatura, tuburosa, ca. 6 mm longa, 1.5 mm 
lata, glabra, lobis alabastro dextrorse 
contortis. Fructus capsularis, globosus, ca. 4 
mm longus et latus, glaber, bi-separatus, 
calyx-lobis inconspicuis vel uno amplo, 
lanceorato-oblongo, 20-24 mm longo, 5-7 
mm lato, basi in stipitatem ca. 10 mm 
longum attenuate. Semina numerosa, anguste 
oblonga, 0.6-0.7 mm longa, ca. 0.28 mm 
lata, apice acuta, basi obtusa, 5-striata. 

Hab. Malay Peninsula, Pahang: Taman 
Negara, the west side of Gunung Tahan, 
Sungai Luis - the summit of Gunung Tahan, 
alt. 700 m (H. Ohba & F. Miyamoto, March 
18, 1990, no. 90504, Holotypus TI). The 
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Fig. 1. Mussaendopsis malayana. Type. 


same locality [102°05’E, 4°41’N-102°15’E, Miyamoto, March 14, 1990, no. 292, TI). 
4°39’N], alt. 1300 m (H. Ohba & F. 
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Fig. 2. Mussaendopsis malayana. a, a node with two stipules adhered at base 
and an inflorescence, b, inflorescence, one flower with one large and four 
small sepals, other flowers with equal five sepals, c, fruits showing one 
fruit with one large ornamental sepal. Bar. a = 5 mm. b and c = 2.5 mm. 
d = 0.15 mm. 
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